July 28, 2021

This isn’t unique. There are lots of
occasions like this where an area where
you want to build wind, solar, even
some geothermal, you can’t get it per-
mitted.

Don’t you see the absurdity? We are
going to put up all this money for in-
frastructure, particularly even from
the Democrats, the green infrastruc-
ture, but we are not going to change
the laws because the left is the bene-
ficiaries of so much money from the
environmental left and the trial law-
yers and the lawyers that sue on this
stuff.

We need to put a clock on this. Look,
I know this hits a little close to home
for some of our East Coast folks. But
when it becomes an upheaval over
doing ocean-based windmills off part of
the East Coast here—and a lot of the
very, very wealthy leftists are the very
ones who cry and complain, saying you
can’t put this in part of our view,
which really isn’t part the view if you
actually looked at the data.

We have to decide. Things like this
Vineyard Wind project, which, I guess,
is—actually, I am embarrassed to say
that I have the map on my wall. I guess
it is off the coast of Rhode Island. They
have been fussing over that for a dec-
ade now.

Do the Democrats truly want this
clean energy? For us in the desert
Southwest, in the afternoons, because
of our photovoltaic inventory, we
produce too much power. We are now
having to have really creative discus-
sions of, in the afternoon, when power
rates crash to almost nothing, should
we convert it into hydrogen and make
that storage?

You all saw the incredible article last
week in The Wall Street Journal about
the new iron to rust batteries. They are
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very, very heavy, so they don’t work in
vehicles but could be incredibly inex-
pensive, efficient storage. This is won-
derful. But that is for those of us who
live in the desert, where we have lots of
sunshine and photovoltaic is pretty ef-
ficient.

But if you want to transmit that
power someplace, are the Democrats
going to step up and help someone like
myself, who is just trying to do a piece
of legislation that would put this per-
mitting on a clock for it to get capital,
for you to raise money, for investors to
participate, for you to plan the power
grid?

You can’t have it where the power
line for that wind farm you wanted
takes 15 to 20 years to get the power.

I guess my little passion here is I am
incredibly skeptical on the pay-fors.
Even if it passes, unless we are willing
to change the bureaucratic bottlenecks
that have been created, you are not
seeing much of this change in the
power grid for a couple of decades.

Do we continue to tell the public the
fantasy? Or do you step up and say:
Hey, I am going to do the hard things.
I am going to change these timelines. I
am going to have to say no to some of
my trial lawyer contributors. I am
going to have to put this on a clock so
everyone gets a chance to share their
concerns for it to be properly environ-
mentally reviewed.

It doesn’t take 20 years to do a line
siting. If the left is willing to do that,
then they will get some credibility
that they really are serious. If they are
not willing to do that, then you under-
stand much of the talk about the green
revolution and the energy base is a
fraud. It is theater. It is pandering be-
cause we will say: Hey, look at all this
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money, but you can’t move the genera-
tion.

It is real, and we have example after
example after example.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate you toler-
ating a bit of my tirade tonight. As we
often joke to whoever is in the chair, I
used to get put in that chair when I
made John Boehner mad, so I got to be
in the chair a lot at night.

But the things I shared tonight, they
don’t need to necessarily be partisan.
They are math. They are process. They
are the bottlenecks that keep many of
the things we actually can agree upon
from happening.

But this place is so weaponized right
now that if I say it is black, the other
side has to say it is white. It has just
become a dysfunctional body.

If our goal is to make the working
poor less poor, if it is to make our soci-
ety much more prosperous, if it is to
provide optionality in our energy, we
know it has to be done, but we have to
be willing, not to necessarily engage in
the theater side but maybe actually en-
gage in the proof we have of what has
worked and what hasn’t.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned
until 10 a.m. tomorrow for morning-
hour debate and noon for legislative
business.

Thereupon (at 9 o’clock and 20 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, July 29, 2021, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the second quar-
ter of 2021, pursuant to Public Law 95-384, are as follows:

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN APR. 1 AND JUNE 30, 2021

Date

Name of Member or employee

Arrival Departure

Per diem !

Transportation

Other purposes Total

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency 2

Country Foreign

currency

Foreign
currency

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency 2

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency?

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency 2

Foreign
currency

Foreign
currency

HOUSE COMMITTEES

Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return.

1per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

HON. DAVID SCOTT, July 14, 2021.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN

APR. 1 AND JUNE 30, 2021

Date

Name of Member or employee

Arrival Departure

Per diem !

Transportation

Other purposes Total

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency 2

Country Foreign

currency

Foreign
currency

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency 2

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency?

U.S. dollar
equivalent
or US.
currency 2

Foreign
currency

Foreign
currency

HOUSE COMMITTEES

Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return.

1per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

HON. FRANK PALLONE, Jr., July 20, 2021.
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